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Another criticism of research on race and ethnicity as a risk factor for IPV perpe-
tration is that it often fails to take socioeconomic status into account. Racial and ethnic 
minorities are disproportionately represented among the poor and near-poor, and 
studies consistently show that poverty, low income, low occupational status, and low 
educational attainment all elevate IPV perpetration risk (Breiding et  al., 2008; Cho, 
2012). Bancroft et al. (2012), however, caution that the research with regard to educa-
tional attainment is equivocal, and, based on their clinical experience with batterers, 
they concluded that those who are better educated tend to “rely less on physical vio-
lence and draw more on sophisticated techniques of psychological abuse that they have 
at their disposal” (p. 31).

Concerns have also been raised with regard to IPV risk among immigrant popu-
lations. As we noted in Chapter 8, immigrant women are at increased risk of IPV vic-
timization for a number of reasons, including factors related to their immigration 
status (e.g., language proficiency, social isolation). We also noted that immigrant men 
may threaten their intimate partners with deportation as a tool of coercive control. The 
assumption is often made that immigrants from countries with rigid patriarchal gen-
der norms are at elevated risk of IPV because they import their cultural beliefs to the 
host country. There is research, however, that indicates that IPV risk increases 
post-immigration because of various immigration-related stressors, such as the 
inability to find work or to attain financial stability (Dutton, Orloff, & Hass, 2000; Pan 
et  al., 2006), which may be exacerbated by beliefs about appropriate gender roles 
(Gupta et al., 2010).

Nevertheless, there is a great deal of diversity across immigrant groups and most 
studies of immigrants use samples that are too small to allow for analyses of specific sub-
groups. One exception is a recent study by Vaughn and colleagues (Vaughn, Salas-Wright, 
Cooper-Saldo, Maynard, & Larson, 2015), who examined data from a large, nationally 
representative sample of U.S. residents aged 18–49 (N = 19,073), which included immi-
grants categorized by their region of origin (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe, and Latin America). 

Ethnicity Male Respondents Female Respondents

Puerto Rican 21.9 25.7

Mexican 17.6 13.4

Mexican-American 26.0 16.7

Anglo-American 10.6 11.3

Total sample 14.1 13.2

Table 9.1 � Reports of Husband-to-Wife Violence by Gender and Ethnicity  
of Respondent (Percent)

SOURCE: Aldarondo, Kaufman-Kanter, & Jasinski, 2002.


